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Vice President, H.E. Senator Kashim Shettima exchanges pleasantries with the Country
Director of IFADin Nigeria, Ms Dede Ekoue, at UNFSS+4 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
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GOAL OF THE MONTH & #SDG17:PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS

To advance towards Goal 9, countries must boost investment in resilient
infrastructure and research and development (R&D), expand access to
financing for small manufacturers, and bridge the digital divide.
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Ms. Ekoue thanked the Federal Government of Nigeria for leading
efforts in food systems transformation and for. involving the United
Nations in organizing the event.

She noted that, following the UNFSS+2 in 2023, the United Nations
supported Nigeria in launching initiatives aligned with national priorities
and the National Agricultural Technology and Innovation Policy (NATIP).

“We thank the Federal Government of Nigeria for associating the UN to
this event and commend the initiative of this high-level gathering. We
also thank the Government of Ethiopia and the organizers of the UN
Food Systems Summit (UNFSS+4) for convening this timely global
reflection on accelerating food systems transformation for people and
the planet. We gather today at a time of compounding challenges but
also unprecedented opportun'rtiés.”

According to her, IFAD and FAQ, in partnership with the World Bank,
African Development Bank (AfDB), and European Union, are
supporting digital innovation in agriculture.

IFAD is leading policy dialogue on digitalization, working with the
govemment on the National Digital Farmers Registry (NDFR), and
scaling up digital tools across all IFAD-supported projects under the
Nigeria-IFAD Digital Innovation Action Plan (DIAP).

These efforts aim to improve targeting, expand market and climate
information, strengthen extension services, and enhance financial
access for farmers.

She also emphasized hope through innovation and partnership, noting
that the UN has supported Nigeria in launching transformative
initiatives and partnerships since UNFSS+2.

She further highlighted an initiative in northem Nigeria where WFP,
ADB, IFPRI, and the approved FGN/IFAD/AFD Value Chain
Programme (VCN) aim to strengthen food systems resilience in fragile
areas. g

Ms. Ekoue also noted the approval of the UN Joint Programme on
Agri-Food System Transformation and Innovation (AFTI), implemented
by FAO, IFAD, WFP, and UNICEF under the coordination of the UN
Resident Coordinator. The programme seeks to strengthen
governance, raise smallholder productivity and income, reduce post-
harvest losses, and improve nutrition knowledge among women,
children, and farmers. '

Ms. Ekoue said that the AFTI Programme-is focused on building strong
partnerships with the private sector and development actors to
support the initiative.

Ms. Ekoue called for increased investment in food systems innovation
through broader partnerships, blended finance, and support for private
sector participation.

She stated that the UN will continue to work with Nigeria and other
stakeholders to strengthen food systems and empower farmers,
youth, and women, especially in fragile settings.

UN'Beputy Secretary General; Ms Amina J. Mohammed (2nd right), Dr. Yaya Olaniran, Permanent Representative of
Nigeria for UN'Rome agencies (IFAD, FAO and WFP) in a group photograph.atthe UNFSS+4
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NIGERIA WATCH PARTY: UNSG'S SPEECH
ON "A MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY:
SUPERCHARGING THE NEW ENERGY ERA.’

The UN House Abuja hosted a gathering to watch the UN Secretary-
General Anténio Guterres’ landmark address, “A Moment of
Opportunity: Supercharging the New Energy Era.”

In his speech, the Secretary-General made a compelling, evidence-
based case for why a just and equitable transition away from fossil fuels
toward renewable energy is both necessary and inevitable. He
emphasized the urgency of this moment and outlined key action areas
and practical steps to turbocharge a renewables revolution—one
capable of delivering clean, reliable, and affordable energy for all, while
ensuring that no one is left behind.

Echoing this call, UN Resident Coordinator a.i. in Nigeria Elsie Attafuah
urged stakeholders in Nigeria to seize the moment, actively take part in
shaping a new and clean energy era, and focus on the opportunities
climate action brings rather than being limited by the challenges:

UNITED NATIONS

This isa very historic day for us as our
Secretary-General puts the spotlight on
the clean energy era and how we can
supercharge it and he contextualizes that
in the context of the opportunity it offers.

The message was clear and urgent: The era of renewables
is here, and it is unstoppable.

Market Momentum - Clean energy drove 10% of global GDP
growth in 2023 and now employs nearly 35 million people,
outpacing fossil fuel jobs; Energy Security & Sovereignty -
Renewables offer stability, no price spikes for sunlight, no
embargoes on wind, putting nations in control of their
energy futures; Access for All - Clean energy can reach the
most remote communities faster and more affordably. By
2040, Africa alone could generate 10x its electricity needs
through renewables.

The path forward is clear: we must invest in a future that
delivers for people, planet, and prosperity.
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INVEST IN THE SIX TRANSITION PATHWAYS
TO ACCELERATE SDGS: UN URGES PRIVATE
SECTOR, GOV'T & OTHERS

At the Africa Social Impact Summit (ASIS) 2025, in Lagos, the UN
Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator (a.'i.) in Nigeria, Ms Elsie Attafuah,
urged the private sector, the government and other critical stakeholders
to invest in the transition pathways to accelerate the #SDGs progress in
Nigeria and in Africa.

According to her, the United Nations has embraced six Key Transition
Pathways to accelerate the #SDGs: Food Systems Transformation,
Energy Access & Affordability, Digital Connectivity, Education, Jobs &
Social Protection, Climate & Biodiversity.

"These transition pathways are not silos. They're are interconnected
levers for systems change. Progress in one unlocks progress across
others. Therefore, | call on the private sector, the government and other
critical stakeholders to invest in the six transition pathways, to accelerate
the achievement of the SDGs." She said.

Ms. Attafuah further explained that delivering on the six pathways would
require: Policy coherence and reform across national and subnational
governments; Private capital that is long-term, impact-aligned, and
inclusive; Development finance that is de-risked, catalytic, and locally
grounded; and Alignment between resources and results, between
policy and practice, between partners and purpose.

She spoke on the theme, “Scaling Action: Bold Solutions for Climate
Resilience and Policy Innovation”.

These transition

pathways are not silos.
They're are interconnected
levers for systems change.

Ms Elsie Attafuah

UN Resident and
Humanitarian Coordinator
(a.i.)in Nigeria




The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) will be
forced to suspend all emergency food and nutrition aid for 1.3
million people in northeast Nigeria at the end of July. This is
due to critical funding shortfalls which come at a time of
escalating violence and record levels of hunger.

WFP’s food and nutrition stocks have been completely
exhausted. The organization’s last supplies left warehouses
in early July and life-saving assistance will end. after the
current round of distributions is completed.

Without immediate funding, millions of vulnerable people will
face impossible choices: endure increasingly severe hunger,
migrate, or possibly risk exploitation by extremist groups in
the region.

“Nearly 31 million people in Nigeria are now facing acute
hunger, a record number,” said David Stevenson, WFP
Country Director for Nigeria. “At the same time, WFP’s
operations in northeast Nigeria will collapse without
immediate, sustained funding. This is no longer just a
humanitarian crisis, it's a growing threat to regional stability,
as families pushed beyond their limits are left with nowhere
to turn.”

Children will be among the worst affected if vital aid ends.
More than 150 WFP-supported nutrition clinics in Borno and
Yobe states will close, ending potentially life-saving
treatment for more than 300,000 children under two and
placing them at increased risk of wasting.

In conflict-affected northern areas, escalating violence from
extremist groups is driving mass displacement. Some 2.3
million people across the Lake Chad Basin have been forced
to flee their homes, straining already limited resources and
pushing communities to the brink.

“When emergency assistance ends, many will migrate in
search of food and shelter. Others will adopt negative coping
mechanisms — including potentially joining insurgent groups
— to survive,” added Stevenson. “Food assistance can often
prevent these outcomes. It allows us to feed families, help
rebuild economies and support long-term recovery.”

In the first half of 2025, WFP has been able to hold hunger at
bay across northern Nigeria, reaching 1.3 million people with
life-saving food and nutrition assistance. Support for an
additional 720,000 people was planned for the second half
of the vyear before funding shortfalls put life-saving
programmes in jeopardy.

WFP has the capacity and expertise to deliver and scale-up
its humanitarian response, but the critical funding gap is
paralyzing operations. WFP urgently requires US$130 million

to prevent an imminent pipeline break and sustain food and y

nutrition operations through the end of 2025.
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OUTBREAK IN USELU: HOW SWIFT

ACTION SAVED LIVES FROM
DENGUE'S SILENT THREAT

A deadly fever gripped Uselu’s markets in June 2025, revealing
dengue fevers threat. By July 10, 192 suspected cases, 93
confirmed, and one tragic death among the suspected cases
spurred a swift response from the Nigeria Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC), and the Edo State Ministry of Health, supported by
the World Health Organization (WHO)

A Silent Threat Emerges

In mid-June, Irrua Specialist Teaching Hospital (ISTH) in Uselu, Egor
Local Government Area, confirmed six PCR-positive dengue cases,
followed by a seventh. By July, 52 suspected cases emerged,
mostly among young adults aged 20—29, with women comprising
60% of cases. One life was lost. Dengue fever, spread by Aedes
mosquitoes, causes high fever, severe headaches, intense muscle
and joint pain, and pain behind the eyes. In severe cases, it can lead
to internal bleeding and death. Globally, dengue cases have surged
thirtyfold over 50 years, threatening nearly 4 billion people across
100 countries. In Edo, misdiagnosis as malaria, due to similar
symptoms, delayed care, allowing the virus to spread unchecked
and amplifying the outbreak’s toll.

A female health worker in Benin City shared her ordeal: “I came
down with a persistent fever in early June that lasted eight days,
despite antipyretics. The throbbing headache, intense joint pain,
and sharp pain behind my eyes were unbearable. | went to my
health facility, where the team quickly tested for multiple diseases.
The dengue test came back positive. [:am grateful for their swift
action, which led to my healing.”

As dengue spread, Uselu’s environment fuelled the crisis.

Uselu’s Environmental Challenges

Uselu, a bustling trading hub in Benin City, became an epicentre for
dengue transmission. Clogged gutters, open containers, and poor
waste management created a breeding ground for Aedes
mosquitoes. Heavy rainfall intensified the conditions, exacerbating
the public health risk.

Coordinated Emergency Response

NCDC, WHO, ISTH, the Institute of Human Virology of
Nigeria (IHVN), and the University of Benin Teaching
Hospital (UBTH) launched a rapid response: field
investigations, verbal autopsies, streamlined testing,
infection control, radio campaigns, and clinician training.
When rumours of deaths reached Aigbe Alero, Egor LGA’s
Disease Surveillance Officer, they acted fast, alerting
WHO and the State Ministry of Health. “Their quick
support was crucial,” Alero said, as joint investigations
with the market chairman and health facilities confirmed
dengue cases.

“The response from NCDC, WHO, and our- partners has
been a lifeline,” said Dr Stephenson B. Ojeifo, Director of
Public Health, Edo State Ministry of Health. “We’re
building trust and ensuring timely care.”

Dr. Nora Eyo, WHO’s State Coordinator for Edo, added,
“Activating the Emergency Operations Centre for dengue
is sharpening detection and saving lives.”

This united effort steadied Uselu’s shaken community.

Voices from the Market: Stories of Impact

Uselu Market’s vibrancy faded in June as illness struck.
Trader Terry Osunobu saw colleagues fall ill, some never
returning. In response, the Edo State Government, in
collaboration with  WHO and' local health authorities,
swiftly mobilised resources and personnel to investigate
the outbreak. Their efforts confirmed dengue fever as the
cause. '

Terry’s daughter, who was hospitalised for a week, made
a full recovery thanks to the coordinated health response.
“l am deeply grateful to the Edo State Government, my
local government officials and WHO,” he shared. “Their
prompt action gave us answers, and with answers comes
healing.”

By July 10, Uselu’s families faced a grim toll: 192 fell ill, 93
had confirmed dengue, and one life was lost among the
suspected cases. Egor LGA saw 45 cases, mostly young
women aged 20-29, with 41 tests pending and a 17%
positivity rate. i
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NIGERIA TAKES BOLD STEPS
TOWARD HEPATITIS-FREE FUTURE
WITH WHO'S SUPPORT

The World Health Organization (WHO) has collaborated with the
Government of Nigeria and hepatitis stakeholders to raise
awareness and promote early diagnosis and treatment for World
Hepatitis Day 2025.

The global event, observed annually on 28 July, raises awareness
about viral hepatitis- an inflammation of the liver that can lead to
chronic liver disease and liver cancer.

Hepatitis includes five types: A, B, C, D, and E. In the WHO African
Region, over 70 million people suffer from chronic hepatitis B or C,
but fewer than 10% are diagnosed or treated. Nigeria, with 325,000
new infections in 2022, ranks third globally in hepatitis prevalence.
Chronic hepatitis B and C can lead to liver damage and cancer,
even though they are preventable, treatable, and, in the case of
hepatitis C, curable.

This year’s theme, ‘Hepatitis: Let’'s Break It Down,’ calls for action to
remove financial, social, and systemic barriers, including stigma, that
prevent hepatitis elimination and liver cancer prevention.

For 2025 World Hepatitis Day, WHO joined the Ministry of Health
and Social Welfare and its partners to mark the occasion with a
ministerial press briefing at the Federal Secretariat, and launched a
three-day hepatitis B screening, on the stop vaccinations for those
who test negative, and linkage to treatment programme for those
who test positive at the National Assembly Complex in Abuija.

The event at the National Assembly in Abuja was funded through
the Global fund support and brought together health officials,
legislators, and the public to address the issue of hepatitis
Addressing journalists at the press briefing, the Minister of Health
and Social Welfare, Professor Mohammed Pate, represented by Dr
Godwin Ntadom, Director Public Health Department, FMOH,
reiterated Nigeria’s commitment to combating hepatitis.

He noted that the burden and cost of hepatitis treatment in the
country is still very high and, as such, has a huge economic impact
on the country and called for collective action in eliminating the
disease.

Dr Ntadom said, “hepatitis costs Nigeria between 133 trillion and #17.9
trillion annually in direct and indirect costs.

He also announced, ‘Project 365, a nationwide campaign aimed at
eliminating Hepatitis C and halting Hepatitis B transmission by 2030.
“The project will support the ongoing efforts to eliminate mother-to-child
transmission of HIV, hepatitis, and STIs, alongside expanding local
pharmaceutical manufacturing through funding, the establishment of the
Viral Elimination Fund, tax incentives, regulatory reforms, and legislative
support =1
“Nigeria must no longer hold the third-highest hepatitis burden globally.
We have the science, we have the strategy, and we will act together,
boldly, and urgently, toward a hepatitis-free Nigeria” he said.

WHO’s Acting Representative in Nigeria, Dr Alex Gasasira, represented by
Dr Mya Ngon, cluster lead for Universal Health Coverage (UHC)
Communicable and Noncommunicable Diseases (NCDs) praised
Nigeria’s triple elimination initiative for HIV, hepatitis, and STls, and
emphasized the importance of reducing treatment costs, boosting local
production, and expanding screening to achieve heatthcare equity.

WHO urges Nigeria and other nations to ensure hepatitis B vaccination
within 24 hours of birth; Integrate hépat'rtis_ testing and treatment into
primary healthcare services; Address stigma and misinformation; Secure
sustainable domestic funding for hepatitis programs; and protect the rights
of individuals living with hepatitis, especially in healthcare and
employment. -

Nigeria has enhanced hepatitis B prevention by adding the vaccine to the
national schedule, supported by WHO, Gavi, UNICEF, and partners, to
vaccinate all newboms and children and reduce early transmission.

This year's activities reflect the broader goal of integrating hepatitis
services into Nigeria’s primary heafthcare system, making screening and
treatment more accessible to vulnerable populations.

The National Assembly event is part of WHO's ongoing collaboration with
Nigeria to achieve universal heatth coverage and align with the 2030
Global Health Agenda. Through national and local partnerships, WHO
supports Nigeria in reducing the hepatitis burden and improving public
health outcomes. The threeday screening serves as a reminder that
hepatitis is preventable, and everyone has a role in raising awareness and
preventing its spread.
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HEALTHLEADERS COMMIT TO
ACCELERATE ACTION AGAINST
SEVERE CHRONIC DISEASES IN AFRICA

Health leadets, policymakers and development partners across
Africa have renewed commitment to accelerate the implementation
of the PEN-Plus strategy to significantly expand access to care for
severe noncommunicable diseases (NCDs).

Held under the theme “Advancing Implementation of PEN-Plus for
Severe NCDs in Africa: Technical Innovations, Operational Insights,
and Scalable Solutions,” the second International Conference for
PEN-Plus in Africa served as a crucial follow-up to the inaugural
2024 gathering in Dar es Salaam. This year's meeting focused on
reviewing country-level progress, sharing operational experiences,
and strengthening the technical foundation for the strategy’s scale-

up.

Hosted by the Government of Nigeria, in collaboration with World
Health Organization (WHO) in the African region and other partners
including The Leon a M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust, the
three-day event provided a platform for NCD stakeholders and
policy makers to develop actionable recommendations countries
can use to accelerate PEN-Plus implementation and draft country-
specific strategies to sustain and expand PEN-Plus, an innovative
healthcare delivery model birthed in Africa.

"In the last couple of years, global attention has shifted to NCDs
because of the morbidity and” mortality from these diseases. This
conferencé marks a pivotal moment in our collective efforts to
combat the growing burden of NCDs in Africa," said Dr lIziag
Adekunle Salako, Nigeria’s Minister of State for Health and Social
Welfare. "PEN-Plus addresses a critical gap in healthcare for the
world’s poorest billion. By scaling up the model, we can ensure that
lifesaving care reaches those who need it most, regardless of their
location."

In 2022, WHO in Africa set ambitious goals to have 50% of
Member States rolling out PEN-Plus services to district hospitals by
the year 2025, 65% by 2028, and 70% by 2030. PEN-Plus offers a
promising approach to tackle the growing burden of severe chronic
diseases. The model equips district and community hospitals with a
specialized team of mid-level healthcare providers, such as clinical
officers and nurses, specifically trained to manage severe complex
NCD conditions.

Since its adoption by African Member States, the implementation
of the model has shown promising results in Liberia,
Malawi and Rwanda, with a significant increase in the
number of people accessing treatment for severe
noncommunicable diseases and improvements in health.

Twenty countries have since increased access to services for severe
chronic disease such as type 1 diabetes, sicklecell disease and
rheumatic and congenital heart diseases. In addition to training local
experts on severe NCD care, the services provided through PEN-Plus
are free of charge — helping to reduce the significant financial burden
on families caring for children living with severe chronic.diseases.

“PEN-Plus has not only improved patient outcomes in implementing
countries, but it has also strengthened health systems by providing
training, mentorship, and referral pathways,” said Dr Mohamed Yakub
Janabi, WHO Regional Director for Africa. “It is now time to scale up the
model.and bring lifesaving care to the people who need it most”

Despite this progress, participants at the ICPPA conference noted that
scaling up the model requires more investments by countries. Previous
implementing countries assessments underscored the urgency to
improve the availability of critical medications like insulin and diagnostic
equipment in district hospitals. Participants also stressed the "grossly
inequitable access to prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and ongoing
care" for severe NCDs conditions, particularly in rural areas where
healthcare services are severely limited. :

A key highlight of the meeting was the finalization of the African
Agenda for the upcoming United Nations High-Level Meeting
(UNHLM) on NCDs in September 2025. The agenda outlines Africa’s
priorities, commitments and expectations for the global stage, with
PEN-Plus positioned as a central pillar in the region’s response to
severe NCDs. . :

With support from Helmsley Charitable Trust, and collaboration of the
NCDI Poverty Network, the WHO Regional Office for Africa has been
supporting countries to provide technical expertise and guidance to
countries on various aspects of the PEN-Plus programme, developing
training materials, supporting assessment, conducting supervisory visits
to identify challenges at implementing facilities, coordinating partners
and co- organizing platforms such as the ICPPA for countries to share
and learm from successful PEN-Plus models.
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On July 30, 2025, over 100 Nigerian fashion creatives and industry stakeholders gathered in a virtual session convened by
the WIPO Nigeria Office to discuss the crucial role of intellectual property (IP) in supporting Nigeria’s fashion industry. The
event, which forms part of WIPO’s continuing engagement with stakeholders in Nigeria’s IP ecosystem, highlighted IP as a
strategic tool for growth, brand success, and competitiveness in the global creative economy.

The Nigerian fashion industry, one of the country’s fastest-growing economic sectors, contributes significantly to Nigeria’s
cultural identity and creative economy. However, challenges such as limited IP awareness, weak enforcement of ownership
rights, and limited brand positioning continue to hinder many creatives from scaling their businesses and competing
internationally.

The speakers for the session, including Ms. Bernice Asein, Founder, Fashion Law Institute; Ms. Mam Issa Mboob-Hunger,
Senior Program Officer, Department for Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications, WIPO; and Ms.
Michelle Sandrine Koko, Consultant, Department for Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications, WIPO,
highlighted how IP tools, such as copyright, trademarks, and industrial design, can position Nigerian fashion designers for
growth and investment-readiness. '

Ms. Bernice Asein emphasized that many designers lack awareness of their IP rights. She urged creatives to strategically
deploy IP tools to differentiate their brands, attract investors, and enhance innovation. Ms. Mam Issa Mboob-Hunger and Ms.
Michelle Sandrine Koko introduced WIPO’s upcoming project, “Empowering African Fashion Designers Through IP and
Branding Tools”. This initiative aims to bridge the gap between creativity and economic growth through mentorship, capacity
building, and expanded global reach.

The session is among WIPO’s ongoing efforts to empower creators to monetize creativity through intellectual property
protection and ultimately support national economic growth. It was held as the July edition of the WIPO Nigeria Office
Monthly Webinar series. The webinars are held once a month to update stakeholders on key IP developments and the work
of WIPO, collaborating across other WIPO Divisions to achieve this.

<’ FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE MONTHLY WEBINAR SERIES



https://www.wipo.int/en/web/office-nigeria
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/office-nigeria
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FROM SURVIVAL TO STRENGTH: HOW
EMPOWERING MSMES IS REBUILDING
LIVES IN JIBIA, KATSINA STATE

The Prevention Facility Project, driven by the UNDP, Katsina State
Government, and backed by the German Government, has done more
than inject funds, it has restored dignity, hope and momentum.

Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) are the backbone of
any thriving economy. When they falter, the gap between the rich and
the poor grows wider, often fueling social unrest and instability.
Supporting MSMEs means more than boosting individual incomes, it's
a strategy for national progress. These businesses are catalysts for
inclusive growth, community resilience, and social cohesion.

In the Northwest, lies Jibia Local Government Area (LGA) of Katsina
State, a strategic border town that shares a boundary with the Republic
of Niger. Its location has long made it a vital hub for cross-border trade
and commerce, especially in agricultural goods, livestock and textiles.
The people of Jibia, mostly Hausa, are deeply rooted in trade and
known for their enterprising nature. In recent years, a surge in banditry
and insecurity has disrupted commercial activities, crippled cross-
border trade, and forced many families to flee. i

To address this, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
in- partnership with the Katsina State Government through the Katsina
State Enterprise Development Agency (KASEDA), launched the
Prevention Facility Project. The initiative, funded by the Government of
Germany, targets rural communities affected by conflict, focusing on
business owners whose livelihoods have been impacted. Through a
combination of financial support and formal business training, these
entrepreneurs are being equipped to rebuild, adapt, and drive local
recovery.

At 48, Murja Dahiru had never lacked ambition. Living in Jibia LGA,
Katsina State, she balanced a small-scale livestock business with the
daily demands of family life. Her passion for agriculture, especially
rearing birds and goats ran deep. But passion alone wasn’t enough.
With no financial training, Murja often dipped into her business eamings
to meet household needs, slowly draining her own venture. “ didn't
realize | was killing my own efforts, she said.

Through the Katsina State Enterprise Development Agency
(KASEDA), Murja connected with UNDP and joined the Prevention
Facility Project, aimed at rebuilding businesses in conflict-affected
communities. She was selected for intensive business training and
everything changed. Today, Murja has gone from barely surviving
to thriving from a struggling livestock keeper to a cross-border
ehtrepreneur. Her success is proof that with the right support,
women in rural communities can become engines of local and
regional growth.

Ahmadu Usman, 49, is a trader from Jibia LGA in Katsina State. For
him, trading isn't just a job it's a Iegacy.' “It's what my father did,” he
says. “I grew up learning from him. Even though he worked on a
small scale, he provided for our family. That business was
everything.”

Ahmadu took over after his father passed, gradually expanding the
trade. But in 2023, everything changed. While importing goods
from Niger worth over :#500,000, his shipment was intercepted by
bandits. The loss devastated him not just 'financially, but
emotionally. S

Ahmadu was selected as a beneficiary of the Northwest Prevention
Facility Project. With a clearer understanding of financial
management and a fresh injection of capital, Ahmadu restocked his
shop, shifted to smarter purchasing and rebuilt relationships with
suppliers and customers. Within seven months, his business was
not just back, it was thriving.

These stories from Jibia LGA are more than individual successes,
they are blueprints for what's possible when targeted interventions
meet local ambition. With the right support, even communities hit
hardest by conflict can find their footing, rebuild stronger and
become agents of broader economic recovery.

<~ READ FULL STORY



https://www.undp.org/nigeria/stories/survival-strength-how-empowering-msmes-rebuilding-lives-jibia-katsina-state#:~:text=Jibia%2C%20Katsina%20State-,From%20Survival%20to%20Strength%3A%20How%20Empowering%20MSMEs%20is%20Rebuilding%20Lives,restored%20dignity%2C%20hope%20and%20momentum.
https://www.undp.org/nigeria/stories/survival-strength-how-empowering-msmes-rebuilding-lives-jibia-katsina-state#:~:text=Jibia%2C%20Katsina%20State-,From%20Survival%20to%20Strength%3A%20How%20Empowering%20MSMEs%20is%20Rebuilding%20Lives,restored%20dignity%2C%20hope%20and%20momentum.

Nigerians have had different encounters with the Nigeria
Police — some positive, some negative. Some real, some
perceived! From prolonged detention to harassment,
extortion, use of excessive force, etc., many citizens have
turned to social media to voice their frustrations. While
these online conversations underscore the urgency of
enhanced police accountability and transparency, they
often leave one question unanswered: Who polices the
police?

Recognizing the need for accountability, the Nigeria
Police established the Complaint Response Unit (CRU), a
specialized body tasked with receiving and addressing
reports of police misconduct. The CRU serves as a.direct
channel for citizens to report cases of abuse, corruption,
and unethical behavior within the force, ensuring that
grievances do not go unheard.

Therefore, if you have ever experienced police
misconduct, don’t suffer in silence — report to the Nigeria
Police Complaint Response Unit (CRU)! The era of

injustice is over — accountability, integrity and justice start
now! )

HERE'S HOW TO REPORT TO THE NPF - CRU
The CRU can be reached via multiple channels:

e Call: 08057000001, 08057000002,
09133333785, 09133333786

" WhatsApp: 08057000003
" X (Formerly Twitter): @PoliceNG_CRU

Email: cru@npf.gov.ng

¢ LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR UNODC
POLICE REFORM INTERVENTIONS
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Building police-citizen trust

A Nigeria where citizens and law enforcement work together based
on trust, respect, and accountability is possible. The United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) partners with the Nigeria Police
Complaint Response Unit to strengthen its institutional capacity to
become better able to receive, investigate and respond to complaints
against police misconduct.

With funding support from with support from the United States
Diplomatic Mission in Nigeria, Bureau of International Narcotics and
Law Enforcement, and the United Nations Peacebuilding Funds,
UNODC is implementing police oversight and accountability projects,
with the overall goal of supporting the Nigeria Police Force (NPF) to
better address police impunity through strengthened oversight and
accountability mechanisms.

Your voice matters. By reporting misconduct, you are not only
seeking redress for yourself but also contributing to a police force that
upholds integrity and protects the rights of all Nigerians. If you see
something, call the CRU today! ‘

MIGERLA POLICE FORCE g

_. COMPLAINT RESEONSE UHIT (cruy

about any of our
officers?



https://www.unodc.org/conig/en/police-reform.html
https://www.unodc.org/conig/en/police-reform.html
https://www.unodc.org/conig/en/police-reform.html
https://www.unodc.org/conig/en/police-reform.html
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FAO TO STRENGTHEN SUSTAINABLE
FOREST MANAGEMENT IN NIGERIA

.1' “ .
/4

The Federal Government of Nigeria, in collaboration with the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
and the Global Forest Observations Initiative (GFOI), has kicked-
off the collaboration under the AIM4Forests project aimed at
addressing technical and functional gaps to strengthen the
country’s forest monitoring capacities as a basis for sustainable
forest management and for potential future access to carbon
finance.

After initial consultations and engagements, both with the FAO
Country Office and the Government counterpart through the
Department of Forestry of the Federal Ministry of EnVironment,
the AlM4Forests project was officially introduced during the
opening of a three-day validation workshop held from 21-23
July 2025 in Abuja. The key objectives of the workshop include
strengthening Nigeria’s forest monitéring and Measurement,
Reporting, and . Verification (MRV) éapacity; supporting
sustainable forest management and the implementation of
REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation); and enhancing the country’s ability to meet
international climate reporting and carbon standards.

Declaring the event open, the national REDD+ coordinator Dr.
Moses Ama, welcomed all participants and emphasized the
importance of the project, stating, “As the UNFCCC focal point,
the National Council on Climate Change, along with relevant
MDAs, state forestry bodies, and partners from civil society and
academia, will play an indispensable role during this process.

| encourage all stakeholders to engage openly, contribute their
expertise, and collaboratively chart a path forward that reflects
our shared priorities and ambitions,” Ama said.

The three-day workshop focused on the institutional and
technical assessment of Nigeria’s National Forest Monitoring
System (NFMS) and marked -a significant step toward
developing a comprehensive roadmap for sustainable forest
management.

During the discussions, the workshop participants identified
gaps in distinct areas of Nigeria’s NFMS related to institutional

“arrangements and reporting and verification of NFMS results,

using the FAO’s NFMS assessment tool. In addition to that,
Nigeria's MRV system has been assessed against the
requirements of an international carbon standard using the ART
TREES assessment tool.

“The workshop laid the foundation for the NFMS improvement
roadfnap, that will be developed with the Federal Department of
Forestry as the basis for collaboration on forest monitoring and
MRV under the AlM4Forests project. Back-to-back with the
NFMS workshop, the GFOI, a lead partner of FAO, mapped the
relevant NFMS stakeholders and held initial consultations with
high-level ministerial representatives to gauge their interest to
engage with the AlM4forests Country-Led Planning process, a
process aimed at-institutionalizing the NFMS as a core function
of government.

The FAO Representative in Nigeria_ and to the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Dr. Hussein
Gadain while been debriefed by the team highlighted the
importance of institutional assessments in builéling a credible
forest monitoring system. E

He emphasized that, “a gap assessment of institutional
arrangements and MRV capacity is designed to help identify
weaknesses and opportunities to strengthen the country’s

national forest monitoring system for more accurate,
transparent, and effective forest data management and
reporting”.

The workshop brought together a wide range of stakeholders
from federal and state government institutions, civil society and
academia. Participants contributed expertise in areas such as
forest policy, remote sensing, field data collection, climate
change reporting, and institutional financing. J
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UNODC BUILDS NIGERIAN SUPPORT FOR

‘CONNECT WEST AFRICA INITIATIVE’

UNODC has launched the CONNECT West Africa initiative to address
the emerging nexus between terrorism and organized crime in the
region, and the Government of Nigeria has expressed an interest in
playing a leading role.

UNODC research on the nexus between terrorism and organized
crime in Africa shows a complex dynamic has developed between the
two phenomena, which aims at maximizing profits from illegal activities.
To ensure financial and operational self-sustainability, terrorist networks
have established opportunistic partnerships with transnational criminal
organizations and local bandit groups.

The extent of these relationships can be truly global in scope. The
transatlantic trafficking of cocaine from Latin America to Africa plays a
particularly imporfant role, with terrorist groups offering transnational
organized crime groups safe passage for their. smuggling operations
through the territories under their control in retumn for a lucrative share
of the revenue. A similar symbiotic relationship has developed in other
illicit trades, including the trafficking of firearms, fuel, exotic woods and
wildlife, rare earth minerals, and precious stones.

Strengthening first responders’ capacities to respond to such crimes,
introducing special investigation techniques, securing the borders by
identifying foreign terrorist fighters, enhancing domestic inter-agency
cooperation, improving intelligence sharing, and ensuring the smooth
operation of the criminal justice system, are all essential to the effective
investigation and prosecution of these complex networks. The
transnational nature of these ‘activities also requires strengthened
cross-border judicial cooperation in operational matters.

To this end, UNODC has developed the CONNECT initiative -
Coordination through Operational Networks against the Nexus
between Crime and Terrorism. CONNECT is a global action blan
carefully tailored to regional circumstances that promotes specific
measures derived from three cross-cutting activities - research and
monitoring, preventative action, and international cooperation - to
counter this growing threat.

Over the past month, UNODC officials have met with key partners frol
across the Nigerian government to prepare them for the rollout of
the operational plan for the CONNECT West Africa strategy.
The UNODC Country Representative, Cheikh Toure,

first met with Ambassador Obinna Onowu, Director of the
International Organizations Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA). Mr. Toure expressed his hope that
Nigeria would be willing to play a leadership role in this
initiative, and Ambassador Onowu expressed his support.

UNODC Project Coordinator, Mr. Tom Parker, supported by Mr. Ulrich
Garms from UNODC'’s Terrorism Prevention - Branch in Vienna,
followed up on the Representative’s meeting with MoFA by briefing the
Solicitor-General of the Federation and Permanent Secretary of the
Federal Ministry of Justice (FMoJ), Ms. Beatrice Jedy-Agba, and the
FMoJ’s Director for International Cooperation, Ms. Nkiruka Jones Nebo,
on the CONNECT-WA initiative.

One of the core principles of the CONNECT-WA strategy is African
ownership, and UNODC hopes to draw heavily on African expertise
and other resources for its implementation. Accordingly, Nigeria will be
asked to review and endorse the operational plan for CONNECT
before it is implemented.

Mr. Pal;ke'r and Mr. Garms also met with Maj. Gen. Adamu Garba Laka,
the National Counter-Terrorism Coordinator, to update him on
developments in relation to CONNECT West Africa. The National
Counter Terrorism Centre was first briefed in detail on CONNECT in
November 2024, and Maj. Gen. Laka took the opportunity to reiterate
the NCTC'’s continued support for CONNECT and its interest in playing
an active role in the implementation of CONNECT in West Africa and
the Sahel. J

Finally, the CONIG team was grateful for the opportunity in a separate
meeting to introduce the Minister of Solid Minerals Development,
Henry Dele Alake, to the CONNECT initiative. The Minister established
the Mining Marshals Corps in March 2024 to protect Nigeria’s mineral
patrimony, especially its gold and lithium deposits, fromillicit extraction
by criminal gangs and terrorist actors — a key point of connection
between such groups. The Minister noted that the transnational nature
of such activiies was also welFknown within the extractive and
precious minerals industry, and he thanked UNODC for its commitment
to supporting Nigeria’s efforts to secure its future and uphold the rule of
law.
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AKWA IBOM STATE & UNDP PARTNER TO
ACCELERATE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH
INNOVATION & SYSTEMS STRENGTHENING

The Government of Akwa Ibom State and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) have signed a landmark
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to catalyse regional
development through strategic investments, institutional
systems strengthening, and innovation-led transformation.

This strategic partnership is designed to enhance the
delivery capacity of government institutions and unlock
development finance to scale high-impact transformation
through innovation, digital transformation, public sector
reform and more. The signing ceremony took place at the
Government House in Uyo and witnessed by His'ExceIIency,
Pastor Umo Bassey Eno, Executive Governor of Akwa Ibom
State, and Ms. Elsie G. Attafuah, Resident Representative of
UNDP Nigeria.

The Executive Governor of Akwa Ibom State, H.E Pastor
Umo Bassey Eno reaffirmed the State’s vision and the need
for more strategic collaborations like this. H.E expressed
confidence in the partnership, emphasizing the importance
of innovation, execution, and long-term systems building:
“This collaboration with UNDP reflects our administration’s
commitment to delivering measurable, inclusive, and
sustainable development. With the right systems and
strategic investments, we are bositioning Akwa Ibom as a
model subnational in Nigeria and beyond.”

Through this agreement, UNDP and the Akwa Ibom State
Government will co-invest in a Joint Programme focused on
key areas including skills development, energy transition,
digital services, and access to development finance. The
partnership provides a framework for deploying technical
assistance, supporting policy reform, and attracting. both
domestic and international capital for the State’s sustainable
and inclusive development.

Speaking at the ceremony, Ms. Elsie G. Attafuah, Resident
Representative, United Nations Development Programme
Nigeria described the partnership as a bold commitment to
people-first development: “This partnership signals a bold
step toward delivering a future-smart Akwa Ibom - one that is
digitally enabled, economically competitive, socially inclusive,
and environmentally sustainable. We are proud to work with
the Akwa Ibom State Government in unlocking opportunities
for its people, especially youth and women.”

Through this agreement, UNDP and the Akwa Ibom State
Government will co-invest in a Joint Programme focused

on key areas including skills development, energy
transition, innovation and digital transformation services,
and access to development finance. The partnership
provides a framework for deploying technical assistance,
supporting policy reform, and attracting both domestic
and international capital for sustainable development.

Following the MoU signing, as part of the next steps both
parties will finalize a co-financing agreement and set up a
Joint Technical Working Group to coordinate programme
delivery including engaging with global development
finance institutions and private. sector partners to build a
strong pipeline of investable programmes. These projects
will be supported by innovative financing maodels and
blended capital tools that ensure scale and sustainability.

UNDP and the Akwa Ibom State Government are also
exploring future engagements with international financing
institutions and private sector actors to build a robust
pipeline of investable projects, supported by innovative
financing models and blended capital instruments. This
partnership reflects UNDP’s ongoing commitment to
supporting state-level development that is inclusive,
resilient, and driven by local leadership.
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SEDC, UNDP MOBILIZE PARTNERS FOR A
NEW ERA OF GROWTH AND DEV'T IN
SOUTH-EAST NIGERIA

In a bold step toward accelerating inclusive growth and regional
transformation, the South-East Development Commission (SEDC), in
collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), convened a high-evel roundtable to engage key stakeholders
on the Commission’s Strategic Roadmap. The roundtable served as a
critical platform to align national and interational development actors
behind a shared vision for the socio-economic revitalization of the
South-East, a region rich in potential. Held in Abuja, the session brought
together government leaders, development finance institutions, private
sector and multilateral agencies to explore opportunities for strategic
partnerships and co-investment. - :

Organized under the theme “Rebuilding Legacy: Co-Creating a New
Era of Growth in the South-East,” the roundtable provided a timely
platform to present the South-East Development Commission’s (SEDC)
vision, mission, and operational roadmap to Nigeria’s development
community. The engagement spotlighted key areas of intervention,
including infrastructure development, innovation, youth empowerment,
agriculture, and regional integration. Aligned with the Commission’s
overarching vision to drive sustainable development, inclusive
economic growth, and regional unity, the event reinforced SEDC's
ambition to position the South-East as Africa’s preferred investment
destination by 2035 through strategic investments and transformative
empowerment initiatives.

The South East of Nigeria holds a unique position as a dynamic hub for
enterprise and investment, anchored by a longstanding cutture of
innovation, mentorship, and wealth creation. At the heart of this is the
region’s indigenous apprenticeship system widely regarded as one of
the world’s largest informal venture incubation models, which has
fueled a vibrant entrepreneurial class and produced a high
concentration of High Net-Worth Individuals (HNWIs). This deeply
rooted system of community-driven reinvestment and business
acumen presents an opportunity to reimagine development financing
by integrating traditional models with modem capital markets and
impact investment tools.

Opening the Roundtable, HE Honorable Engineer Abubakar Momoh,
Federal Minister of Regional Development stated that, “The SEDC is
answering that call with commendable energy and clarity of purpose.
This roundtable is not just a conversation, it is a launchpad for action. it
offers us a valuable opportunity to deepen our shared understanding
and forge stronger collaboration between the Regional Development
Commissions and our esteemed development partners. H.E Honorable
Minister further appreciated the consistent and transformative
contributions of the development partners across Nigeria.

Spotligting the promise and potentials that lies in the South-East region
and the need to support them to hamess these potentials through
strategic partnership and support, the UNDP Nigeria Resident
Reprresentative, Ms. Elsie Attafuah, said “The South-East region is a
strategic hub for enterprise development and investment. This is a
region where enterprise is cultural, where innovation is instinctive, and
where the spirit of reinvention runs deep. But to fully unleash this
potential, we must move beyond admiring resilience, we must invest in
it”. She further added that, “At UNDP, we are committed to working with
the South-East Development Commission and partners to unlock smart
development finance, mobilize private capital, and build catalytic
partnerships that tum opportunity into lasting transformation. Our role
goes beyond technical advice, we bring together public policy, private
sector co-investment, and de-risking mechanisms to attract capital that is
invested with purpose and impact. “

At the heart of the roundtable engagement was a shared commitment to
unlock inclusive economic growth, enhance critical infrastructure, and
build sustainable livelihoods across the South-East. But more than that,
the event signaled a new era of coordinated action, anchored in
innovation, empowered by local enterprise, and driven by strategic and
transformative partnerships. Guided by the Strategic Roadmap and
strengthened through collaboration between SEDC, UNDP, and
development partners, the region is wellpositioned to emerge as a
model of locally driven growth, resilience, and shared prosperity. The
outcomes of the roundtable underscore a key truth: sustainable
development is not achieved in isolation - it is a shared journey. One that
requires visionary thinking, sustained investment, and an enduring
commitment to people, purpose, and long-term progress.
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FAQ DG APPOINTS DR. HUSSEIN

GADAIN REPRESENTATIVE IN NIGERIA
AND ECOWAS

|

The Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) QU Dongyu has appointed Dr.
Hussein Gadain as his new Representative in Nigeria and to the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS,).

Dr. Gadain arrived in Nigeria on the 8th of July 2025 to assume his new role, bringing over three decades of experience in
natural resource management, food security, and agricultural development in Africa and the Middle East. Prior to his
appointment in Nigeria, he served as FAO Representative in Yemen, where he led one of FAO’s biggest programmes in
emergency, providing critical interventions in food systems recovery and resilience building.

In his new role, Dr. Gadain, will oversee FAO'’s strategic engagement with the Government of Nigeria, development
partners, and key stakeholders. He will lead the implementation of the FAO Country Programming Framework (CPF)
2023-2027, which focuses on sustainable agriculture, climate resilience, nutrition, and inclusive rural development.

“Nigeria is a country of immense potential and complexity. | am honoured to take on this role to serve the people and
government of Nigeria and look forward to working closely with all partners at national, subnational levels and community
levels to support resilient food systems and sustainable livelihoods,” said Dr. Gadain.

His appointment comes at a pivotal time as FAO continues to support Nigeria in addressing food insecurity, climate
change challenges, and the recovery of conflict-affected communities.
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CODEINE CRISIS TO CARE: HOW UNODC’S
QUALITY ASSURANCE EXERCISE REDEFINED
DRUG TREATMENT SERVICES IN NIGERIA

When the BBC aired .Sweet, Sweet Codeine: Nigeria’s
Cough Syrup Crisis in 2018, a powerful documentary
exposing the harsh realities of Nigeria’s substance use
crisis, few could have predicted the ripple effect it
would trigger in Kano State. Among the sobering
images was a look inside a local rehabilitation center,
featuring dilapidated infrastructure,
personnel and a sense of neglect.

But what was once a symbol of broken care would
soon become a worthy example of the potential for
change in the country.

few trained

The documentary had called for an urgent intervention
to address the growing codeine crisis in the country,
After the documentary had
generated widespread attention, the Kano State
Government approached the European Union (EU) and
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
for support.

particularly in Kano.

UNODC responded through its EU-funded project,
Response to Drugs and. Related Organized Crime in
Nigeria. . Following a series of consultations, a clear
need emerged to develop national guidelines for
substance use disorder treatment, along with a robust
quality assurance (QA) mechanism for Nigeria.

Quality drug use disorder treatment systems and
services should show evidence of symptom reduction
and improve physical, psychological and social function
for people who use drugs, while reducing the negative
health and social consequences of drug use. J

In 2019, UNODC, working closely with a dedicated
group of Nigerian experts who proudly referred to
“The initiated  the
development of a Quality Assurance (QA) framework
for drug treatment services.
agreement between UNODC and the Federal Ministry
of Health, Kano State was then selected as the pilot
location for the implementation of the tool.

themselves as Gladiators”,

Based on a formal

After participating in a series of trainings from UNODC,
the Gladiators carried out the QA exercise in 15
treatment centres in the State.

UNODC shared the report of the exercise with the Kano
State Health Management Board, policymakers, and
heads of Drug Treatment Centres across the state to

help identify capacity gaps and create targeted
interventions. The Gladiators provided specialized
training for treatment centre staff on addiction

management and mental health service delivery. In
addition, they supported each centre in developing
tailored improvement plans.

The impact of this exercise was especially remarkable at
the Kano State Psychiatric Hospital, Dawanau, where the
Kano State Government appointed Auwal Sani Salihu - a
psychiatrist with over a decade of service and a key
member of The Gladiators — as Medical Director.

Guided by the roadmap' outlined in the Quality
Assurance (QA) improvement plan,
significant structural transformation at* the hospital,
working with the state government to champion the
renovation and redesign of the wards to align with
modern standards of psychiatric care. Hospital beds,
bedding, and side lockers were provided for all patients,
significantly improving comfort and dignity.

Auwal oversaw

The hospital also received solar power installations and
standby generators — guaranteeing 24/7 electricity
supply and uninterrupted service delivery. Similarly, new
practitioners were hired to ensure that the practitioner-
to-patient ratio was now in line with the QA, while
training in addiction management and the Mental Health
Gap Action Programme was conducted for all healthcare
practitioners in the Centre.
Previously a state-run hospital,
upgraded and renamed as the “Federal Neuropsychiatric
Hospital, Dawanau, Kano (FNPH)”.
approval for accreditation by the National Postgraduate
Medical College of Nigeria to
programme for doctors.

it has now been

It has also received

run a residency

With the EU’s support, what began as a crisis revealed
on camera has grown into a model of resilience and
reform - and people who were once overlooked are now
receiving the dignity, care and futures they deserve.
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